The pa p e r s p u b l i s h e d in these two Av a l o n special issues are representative of the ra n g e of presentations and displays during the Workshop.
This first issue cont a i n s a compilation a n d overview b y R.D. Nance of p a s t a n d current ideas concer n i n g the definition of the Av a l o n Terrane, its distribution, stratigraphy, a n d geolog i c a l history, w i t h a n emphasis on problems in interpretation of these geolog i c a l f e a t u r e s . This is followed b y a series of papers on more specific aspects of A v a l o n i a n geology, including Cambrian volcanisra w i t h i n the Avalon and correlative terranes ( G r e e n o u g h ) , the pre-Carboniferous geology of Cape Breton Island (Barr and R a e s i d e ) , metaraorphic r o c k units of the eastern Cape Breton Highl a n d s (Raeside and B a r r ) , a rev i s e d look at the stratigraphy and structure of A v a l o n i a n ro c k s of the Saint John, N e w Brunswick area (Currie), the results of rec e n t mapp i n g in the Caledonian Highlands of southern N e w Bruns w i c k (McLeod), a n d an i n t e r pretation of Late Carboniferous tectonostratigraphy in the Saint John a r e a ( N a n c e ) .
T h e second issue, to appear i n 1987, w i l l contain a n additional four papers, on sedimentological interpretations of Avalonian r o c k s in the Bos t o n B a s i n (by A.D. Socci a n d G.W. Smith), Avalo n i a n and adjacent terranes i n eas t e r n Massachusetts (by J.C. H e p b u r n , M. Hill, a n d R. Hon), the pre-Carboniferous geology of the w e s t e r n Cobequid H i l l s (by Pe-Pi per a n d Piper) a n d the stratigraphy and d e p o sitional environment of late P r e c a mbrian rocks in the Antigonish Highlands (by J.B. M u r p h y a n d J.D. Keppie) of nort h e r n main l a n d N o v a Scotia.
A s organizer of the Ava l o n Workshop a n d editor of these special issues, I appreciate the support and assistance I have received f r o m m a n y individuals. In particular, I w i s h to thank the A GS Executive for sponsoring the Workshop in co n j u n c t i o n w i t h their 1986 Colloquium a n d Laing Ferguson, general convener of the Colloquium, for taking on the extra w o r k r e l a t e d to the Workshop.
I thank the revie w e r s of the manuscripts pr esented in these issues for their careful and constructive work. A n d finally I w i s h to thank all those who p a r t i cipated in the Workshop in Amh e r s t for their contributions to a v e r y informative and stimulating event.
Sa n d r a M. B a r r Ed i t o r
